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Remember Y ou A re D ust
By. C. Wess Daniels
The season of Lent is upon us and is 
cause for deep reflection as we prepare for 
the death and resurrection of Christ. Lent 
marks forty days in the church calendar that 
are often marked by taking spiritual inven­
tory of our lives, remembering the frailty 
of life, reflecting on the grace of God, and 
preparing space (both inward and outward) 
for the pinnacle of the Christian calendar 
that comes with Holy Week.
A Roman Catholic author recently wrote, 
“The spirit of Lent is expressed in the tra­
ditional three prongs of prayer, self-denial, 
and almsgiving. We are asked to intensify 
our awareness of the need for more room 
for God in our lives by embarking on a re­
gime of increased prayer, spiritual reading, 
quiet time for reflection, making the Sta­
tions of the Cross especially on Fridays of 
Lent, etc.”
This is a great introduction on spiri­
tual practices for Lent. I believe all Chris­
tians can and should focus on these three 
“prongs,” no matter what church tradition 
you’re from. I am a Quaker and find that 
even within my very non-liturgical tradi­
tion these practices are something we all 
need.
Think of this time period as spring-clean­
ing for the self.
Purification: Lent is a time for fasting 
and making sacrifice to God. These are 
some of the reasons why people will ask, 
“What have you given up for Lent?” This 
question expresses the purifying value of 
the season. There is a flip side to Lent as
well: we participate in Lent by also taking 
something on. It is a time for us to fill our 
lives with something of God.
Even better, then, is the question, “What 
have you taken on?” In this we may re­
spond with various ways in which we are 
practicing spiritual formation. Some of 
these ways can be spending more time in 
prayer, silence, spiritual reading, as well as 
serving the poor, and giving to others.
The Stations: While not all Protestants 
normally participate in the stations of the 
cross, I would encourage it this year for 
three reasons. First, it’s a visceral practice 
that involves the whole body in prayer and 
reflection upon Christ’s sacrifice. Second, 
it’s a way of showing openness and hospi-
Continued on page 6
On Monday morning I walked into my office to find a huge 
brown recliner parked in front of my desk. Odd, I thought as I 
put my coat and laptop down. But also interesting...
My head began racing with thoughts of the potential this 
recliner has to offer, the least of which is the fact that I could 
work from a recliner. It would revolutionize break time or 
should I say naptime.
Obviously, someone was doing a little spring cleaning and 
thought it would be humorous to bestow the gift of a bar- 
calounger on our office. And, as 
is my nature, I received the gift 
without much forethought. (For 
example, I am just now realiz­
ing, as I write this column, that I 
work on the second floor of the 
Catalyst and am now responsi­
ble for disposing of that thing.)
Such is my life.
Still, I don’t think I am that 
different from the person that 
goes throughout her days ab- 
sentmindedly filling her sched­
ule until there is no margin left.
Or the person who engages in mindless routines or activities, 
only to wonder “where did all my time go?”
It is human nature to fill space, to capitalize on the oppor­
tunities in front of us. We see empty space in our lives and we 
take that as a sign to forge ahead.
Lent provides us with the opportunity to reflect on our 
packed lives and give up some of the things that are just tak­
ing up space, that are weighing us down on our journey to­
wards knowing and understanding Christ.
Transformation happens as we 
pare down our lives. What was once 
empty space to fill now becomes a 
time of deep spiritual reflection and 
clarification. The lives that we have 
been so busy living are brought into 
focus in those moments of being.
This year I will be spending my 
moments of reflection in a Lazy-Boy, 
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I am writing to 
take exception to 
Laura Rector’s ar­
ticle in the SEMI 
Winter Week 10, 
“Should Women 
Keep the Peace 
About Their Call­
ings?” In the inter­
est of full disclosure, 
allow me to say that 
I happily identify 
myself as an American Baptist, part of a 
denomination that ordains women.
Ms. Rector’s article calls the Fuller 
community to action regarding what she 
calls the “sexism” and “discrimination” 
perpetrated by those denominations that 
do not ordain women. She paints the pic­
ture that all those of the Fuller community 
support the notion that such decisions are 
on their face discriminatory and sexist.
I beg to differ. I fully accept the deci­
sion of some of my brothers and sisters 
in Christ to not accept the ordination of 
women on this basis: I believe as a whole
their position is based on a plausible, de- 
fendable, even logical “good faith” inter­
pretation of Scripture. I think Ms. Rec­
tor is unfair to call such a position sexist, 
and I think she goes way too far in calling 
even indifference towards such a position 
“sin.”
Yes, I recognize that there may be cases 
where an individual, church, or even a 
whole denomination intentionally or unin­
tentionally uses scripture as a convenient 
“justification” for their prejudice that 
women are inherently inferior to men. I 
agree that such a stance is discriminatory 
and I would join in the call to action. I 
further recognize this type of situation 
has happened very recently in America, 
specifically with absurd “Christian jus­
tifications” of racial prejudice and even 
slavery. However, I honestly do not think 
the same situation exists in the majority 
of instances on the issue of the ordination 
of women.
What Ms. Rector seems to fail to con­
sider in her article is that as much as some 
women feel themselves called by God to 
ordained ministry, other individuals feel 
similarly called by God to guard what 
they see as the truth of Scripture and rev­
elation, and ultimately God’s plan and 
will, by not ordaining women, at the same
Continued on page 10
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GOMER AND THE G ospel: a  Response to K ent Sensenig
By John L. Thompson
Opening the 
SEMI for Winter 
Week 9, I was 
surprised and 
delighted to find 
Kent Sensenig’s 
essay, “Jesus 




which was a 
response to my 
chapel sermon (“Hard Times for Fairy-Tale 
Love”) of February 14.1 am grateful for the 
care with which he listened to my sermon, 
and I hope my own reading of his words 
will display a similar virtue. Although I 
was initially not inclined to publish a reply 
to his thoughtful piece, my reluctance was 
finally overcome by this irresistible op­
portunity: to clarify where he and I—and 
our respective strands of Christian tradi­
tion—have significant differences and yet 
can also make common cause. Here are 
four observations:
First, on a superficial level, the differ­
ences between Kent’s approach and my 
own could be seen as modeling the con­
trast between Anabaptist and Reformed 
hermeneutics. An Anabaptist hermeneutic 
would read Gomer’s story “in the light of 
Jesus” so that it may be “brought under his 
(Suffering Servant) Lordship,” insofar as 
Jesus represents “the clearest revelation of 
the character of God” that we have. In my 
sermon, as Kent observes, I “didn’t take us 
to Jesus.” So if you were to take my ser­
mon as representing a Reformed perspec­
tive—owing to my frequent references to 
Calvin—you might read it as reflecting the 
Reformed tendency to stress not only the 
connection and continuity of the Old Testa­
ment with the New, but also to read the Old 
Testament without importing Jesus into the 
picture, except where messianic references 
are warranted by the New Testament. (In 
his own day, Calvin was accused of being a 
“judaizer” because his Old Testament exe­
gesis resisted finding Jesus under every rock 
and tree.) In actuality, I think both Kent and 
I undermine or complicate the stereotypes 
of our traditions, but the superficial resem­
blance is still worth pointing out.
Second, regarding Jesus. Kent is mostly
correct that Jesus has a low profile in my 
sermon. He is also charitable to note that I 
had only 30 minutes—actually, 21:48—to 
acquaint the hearer with both feminists and 
Fathers in a manner that would elicit not 
just surprise but also sympathy. If I’d had 
more time, I would love to have fleshed 
out references to Christ in earlier Chris­
tian exegesis. I would also have liked not 
to give Calvin such prominence, because I 
read much more than Calvin and there are 
so many other voices in the Christian past. 
Alas, once again Luther was mostly left on 
the cutting-room floor.
Third, let me comment on Kent’s reading 
of Gomer as a Christ-figure. I’m not sure 
I’d preach that particular reading here, but 
I don’t dislike it, nor do I know that I dis­
agree. Admittedly, I was mildly surprised to 
find such a figurative reading proposed by 
a Mennonite, but that just shows my igno­
rance. I should have known better, because 
I was equally surprised some years ago 
to find just such a reading proposed by a 
sixteenth-century Reformed commentator. 
Writing not of Gomer’s sufferings but of 
Hagar’s, Wolfgang Musculus was deeply 
moved by the likeness of Hagar’s abandon­
ment to Christ’s dereliction on the cross: 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” There are other examples like this 
one, too. So if early Protestants did not read 
Gomer in this way, they were quite capable 
of such quasi-feminist insights and seeing 
Jesus and his sufferings in some other un­
expected places. And in this way, they are 
models for our own theological reflection 
and practice.
Fourth, it should be noted that if neither 
feminists nor traditional commentators 
seem to trust this text or the God portrayed 
in this text (as I argued in the sermon), 
Kent’s remarks are essentially a variation 
on this theme. Like most readers, he too 
has attempted to f ix  the book of Hosea: not 
only would he import Jesus into Gomer’s 
story as “the stand-in for Israel’s sin and 
shame,” he would also dismiss God from 
the story by ascribing the threats leveled 
against Gomer not to God but to unnamed 
“wrathful Powers (too often confused with 
God).” Accordingly, “The ‘Big Boot God’ 
of wrathful violence . . . deserves our re­
sistance, not our worship, in the name of 
Christ.”
This revision of the text and intention of 
Hosea may be the only real sticking-point 
between us. So far as I can tell, the threaten­
ing God of Hosea 2 is the same personage 
as the merciful God of Hosea 11. Likewise, 
the Jesus who appears in Matthew 5 to urge 
us to nonviolence also tells a parable in 
Matthew 18 about what awaits those who 
are like the unmerciful servant: “In anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
or sister from your heart.” Is this threat re­
ally so different from those leveled against 
Gomer? Was she not a stand-in for just the 
sort of persons in Israel who were also the 
evildoers of Jesus’ parable?
As uncomfortable as I might be with de­
pictions of God’s anger, I’m less comfort­
able at the prospect of carving away the 
parts of God that I do not like. I ’m espe­
cially nervous about separating Jesus from 
a heavenly Father who reserves the right to 
pursue love and justice by means of mercy 
and wrath. This has always been the prob­
lem with trying to make the so-called “God 
of the Old Testament” nicer by making him 
more like Jesus: there’s too much of that 
“God of the Old Testament” in the New— 
indeed, in Jesus himself—to perform such 
brain surgery. Let me be clear, however, 
that I don’t take God’s violence or anger as 
a warrant for my own—a point I made in a 
previous campus sermon, last May, when I 
spoke on the imprecatory psalms.
So maybe a trace of my first point should 
be retained after all—that there is this en­
during contrast and conversation between 
two strands of Christianity that disagree on 
some very important points. I pray that this 
conversation will continue and that our dis­
agreements will always be overshadowed 
by the centrality of the cross. Thanks again 
to Kent Sensenig, my brother in Christ, for 
gracefully raising these questions.
John Thompson is a Pro­
fessor o f Historical The­
ology and Gaylen and 
Susan Byker Professor o f  
Reformed Theology.
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which is more concerned with the myth 
than the history anyway. We are meant 
to empathize with Leonidas because he 
wants to be free, just like us contempo­
rary individualists, but the reason I like 
Leonidas has nothing to do with his ideas 
of democracy. It is, I think, because he is 
a devoted king, a brave warrior, and a lov­
ing husband. Queen Gorgo, for her part, is 
one of the strongest and thus most beautiful 
female screen characters I have ever seen, 
even though her story remains a subplot. It 
is wonderful seeing a woman on film who 
is neither helpless and stupid, like most 
ingénues, nor simply a b***h, like female 
Disney villains, a polarity which remains 
Hollywood’s standard.
Tony recently moved back 
from Minnesota, where he 
enjoys frolicking in sub­
zero temperatures wear­
ing his trusty red cape, 
speedos, and sandals.
5̂̂
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M ovie R eview: 300
B yjo n y  Mills
Directed by Zack Snyder (2004’s Dawn 
of the Dead) 300 is a feast for the eyes; a 
visual masterpiece which may open new 
horizons for filmmaking. Based on the 
series of graphic novels by Frank Miller 
(who also wrote and co-directed Sin City), 
it is inspired by the true story of the 480 
B.C. Battle of Thermopylae, in which King 
Leonidas of the Greek city-state of Sparta 
led 300 of his best soldiers out to meet the 
advancing Persian army of King Xerxes 
(the same mentioned 
in Esther, I believe) 
in the hopes of buy­
ing time for the rest 
of Greece to amass 
their armies in de­
fense. Staying within 
a narrow space with­
in the mountains, 
the 300 forced the 
Persians to funnel 
their armies, vastly 
reducing them to 
manageable sizes 
and ambushing them 
as they came.
In the film, at 
least, Sparta’s 300 
are all lifelong sol­
diers, trained to be warriors from the age 
of «even when they are taken from their 
mothers and forced through a long and in­
tense period of initiation. Leonidas’ back 
story is told upfront, so that we are in no 
doubt that both he and his 300 are among 
the world’s finest and merciless soldiers. 
That paves the way for the ensuing vio­
lence of the film, which some reviewers 
are calling the bloodiest in years. I must 
agree, but given my desensitization I am 
in no position to speak to its morality or 
potential effects on viewers (except, per­
haps, for more desensitization).
That being said, 300, like Sin City be­
fore it, couches its violence in cinematic 
techniques, special effects, make-up, 
and music to gloss its graphicness. But 
in other ways its use of special effects 
actually makes it more disgusting, es­
pecially in its creation of certain crea­
tures. As I watched, I found myself 
reminded of Tobe Hooper’s Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre (1974), whose 
use of similar cinematic tools gave it an un­
expected irony: disturbingly grotesque yet 
eerily beautiful.
The characters are archetypes and remain 
underdeveloped. Yet we are summoned to 
empathize with both King Leonidas (Ge­
rard Butler) and his wife Queen Gorgo 
(Lena Headey), who simply want to remain 
free in Sparta. Like most historical films, 
300 is rank with anachronisms, yet this is 
a refreshingly self-conscious action, most 
likely mediated through the graphic novel
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By Maria Doerfler
SPIRIT AND in  T ruth: T odd Johnson’s Installation as C hair for 
W orship,T heology and the A rts
B r e h m  C e n t e r
F O R  W O R S H IP , T H E O L O G Y , A N D  T H E  A R T S
Creative worship. Sound theology. Artis­
tic expression. For many, both within and 
beyond the seminary community, these 
concepts are inextricably linked with Full­
er’s mission. Institutional manifestation of 
Fuller’s commitment in this realm is the 
Brehm Center for Worship, Theology and 
the Arts. Since 2001, the Center has sought 
to stimulate dialogue informed by theologi­
cal reflection and aesthetic appreciation by 
functioning as a connecting point for artists 
and scholars. March 22 represents a mile­
stone for both the Brehm Center and the 
entire Fuller community-the installation of 
Dr. Todd E. Johnson as the first holder of 
the William K. and Delores S. Brehm Chair 
for Worship, Theology and the Arts in the 
School of Theology.
Todd has been part of Fuller since 2005, 
teaching courses on Worship Leadership
and Practice, as well as Liturgical and Mys­
tical Theology in the SOT MA/MDiv, Ph.D 
and DMin programs. He also serves as 
lead professor for the Center for Advanced 
Studies’ new Ph.D concentration in Wor­
ship and Culture-a doctoral program that, 
in Todd’s words, aspires to bringing issues 
of worship from around the globe and a 
variety of traditions into dialogue with the 
liturgical academy, expanding the horizons 
of both.
The two years since Todd’s arrival at 
Fuller surely represent the most climati­
cally congenial period of his career: Todd 
began his foray into higher education in 
his native Pennsylvania as an engineer­
ing major before obtaining an MDiv de­
gree at North Park Theological Seminary. 
While Fuller has yet to test his mechanical 
design abilities, the pastoral skills acquired 
at North Park-as well as in the course of 
his subsequent pastorate in the Covenant 
Church-have been greatly appreciated by 
students and colleagues: Rumor has it that 
Todd’s empathetic questions and pastoral 
support have moved more than one of his 
charges to tears!
As part of his relentless move towards 
chillier climates, Todd pursued a Ph.D 
in Liturgical Theology at the University 
of Notre Dame. He thereafter returned to 
Chicago to teach at Loyola University’s In­
stitute of Pastoral Studies and North Park 
Theological Seminary, before joining the 
Fuller faculty. A prolific author, Todd is both 
contributor and co-editor of the The Con­
viction o f Things Not Seen: Worship and 
Ministry in the 21st Century (Brazos 2002), 
serves on the editorial board of Questions
Liturgique, and is currently working on a 
book on theatre and theology.
In his “extracurricular” activities, Todd 
is well known as an avid hockey fan—the 
signed Buffalo Sabres stick looming men­
acingly on his wall suggests as much—and 
serious music connoisseur: In fact, he’s just 
as likely to be found at a liturgical studies 
conference as a Death Cab fo r Cutie con­
cert. While Todd showed early promise 
for a musically oriented publishing career, 
serving as editor of WHO’S NEWS, The 
Who’s fan magazine, part of the responsi­
bility for his cutting edge tastes surely rests 
with his progeny: Todd and Susan, his wife, 
are loving parents to five kids, including a 
soon-to-be college student.
To celebrate Todd’s installation and hear 
him speak on “Liturgical Links: Towards a 
Liturgical Theology of Free Church Wor­
ship”, please join us on Tuesday, May 22, 
2007, from 10:00 a.m. tol0:50 a.m. at the 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church.
Maria Doerfler is a recent 
graduate who’s thinking 
very hard about start­
ing in on five more years 
o f school in the near fu ­
ture. She has appreciated 
Todd’s words o f wisdom 
along the way, including 
his advice that she needn’t take an interest in 
football to study at his alma mater.
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X ha/e. ta ken  u p  /y y  annua/ L enten  -fa s t fto /y j a/c.0/ 10/  
f t  ItL o u o /t X  de> nest t/~[i n /  X  am  a ptoLs/em  dtin/et~ Cand />e— 
LeVe th a t ( jo d  did (p a c jo its /y  o/Ve U S * wine. t o  gladden th e  
h e a r t a s  the. Psajm > st SO/dj'), x  d o  Ll(e a fe w  ie e r s  in th e  
evening and don t  w a n t t o  aecLome a p ro h /em  drinker! j f~or 
m e L en t i s  an annua/ d e d f - i n  Inciting m e t o  s h o w  to  m y -  
S e /-f (.and m y /a /e d  o n e s ) th a t  X  Om n o t dependent u p o n  
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h 'S to ty  S  g r e a te s t S o c ia / p ro h /em S y  S o , i t  S  ea o rth  peeping 
an eye on . S ti// , X  Z o o / -/aw ard t o  a to a s t  in C e /e lra tio n  o f  
th e  h s e n  L ord!
Peace tn C hrist (w ho turned the water into toine ¿art a/So 
fa sted  t/o days'),
tent J)az!s lenSenig
candy shoppe, but I am not sure it really helped me “die to 
myself.” I never did reflect on the importance of starting over, 
remembering that we all die and need reconciliation with 
God, or the importance of spiritual spring-cleaning. I have
tality for other Christian traditions. Third, you will be moved by the 
beautiful creativity and art expressed in much of the Catholic liturgy. 
(To learn more about the Stations of the Cross, see resources at the 
end of the article.)
To Dust You Return: Ash Wednesday is one day where we are en­
couraged to repent, die to the self, and begin again. It is one day 
where we mark a new start in our spiritual lives. This Ash Wednes­
day at the church I attend, we had a very quiet meditative service 
(the kind Quakers particularly like) with short, repetitive hymns, the 
reading of Psalms and spreading ashes on the forehead. I wasn’t pre­
pared for what happened in the middle of the service. When I got up 
to get ashes on my forehead the pastor uttered, “Wess, remember that 
you are dust!”
It was in this moment that God broke into my (very unsuspecting) 
space. God challenged me to take this opportunity in the year to par­
ticipate in my faith in ways I haven’t in the past. I was reminded that 
I often live as though I am much more than dust. I tend to push be­
yond healthy limits of
to be honest with you, it’s only recently that I ’ve 
to realize the importance of any of this. But now I < 
am convinced that it’s really important.
Spiritual Rhythms in A Mobile World: Our lives 
are so flooded with things that distract us from 
God that we need moments built into our lives 
and calendars that help force us back toward 
the center. These rhythms are increasingly im­
portant in a world where competing techno­
logical forces pull at us from every direction 
and where mobility makes the idea of routine 
strangely foreign.
Here are some things I am trying to prac­
tice this Lent that aim at the “three-prongs” 
motioned above and help to encourage some 
healthy routines.
begun
I am• Tuesdays 
fasting from my 
blog. No answer­
ing comments, ¡j 
checking stats, 
writing posts or m 
anything ‘blog­
ging related.’ It was a bit 
difficult the first Tuesday, and I completely
forgot the second Tuesday, but I can already see how it 
(when I actually did it) gave me more room to pray, read
I  gf-ave/Up makeup. And/Qod/ 
(y te&tCn& m e by giving/ m e ejo- 
tra/%ity, b u t it/y okay! I  ccw/yuo- 
r if ic e  my vunbty fx>r forty dayy  
bn/honor o f hby sa crifice 'fo r me. 
Thby b y ih e fb rittb m e l have/ ever 
observed/ Lent, and/ bfy been/ 
pow erfulr - I th in k/a b o u t bt every 
m xyrn ln ^ w K ile l’m/brushlna'vny 
teeth/ now! I  th o u g h t m aybe a/ 
byproduct o fth ly  would/ be th a t  
I  would/getused/to-notweurbng/ 
a n y  m akeup and/stop w earing/ 
i t  altogether, b u t I  c a n t  w att 
to- sm ear foundation/ a lb  over 
my fa ce  and/ co a t my eyelashes 
w ith/globy o f m ascara.
LbsoCj ilium /
what I can physically 
and spiritually handle.
In Lent, God in­
vites us to “die to our­
selves.” ■
Cleaning Out The 
Heart Requires More 
Than Giving Up Can­
dy: My history with 
Lent is pretty unhe­
roic. I grew up a Ro­
man Catholic, but was 
nominal at best. I re­
member that during 
Lent we used to give 
up things like choco­
late bars and candy. 
This was hard for a 
kid who lived
/After a great cCeaC of souC-searcfiing, I  re­
a lized  that there weren’t ready any things 
that I  couldn’t live without. So I tried  to 
think about things that would reflect inten- 
tionality while drawing me closer to (jod 
So I went (Kosher. (Most people have sa id  to 
me, “I ’m sorry, hut you’re a Treshyterian, 
celebrating a predominantly Homan Catho­
lic fast, by practicing a conservative Jewish 
tradition?’ /And m y answer is yes! (Because 
in the process, I ’m  walking in Jesus’ shoes. 
(Every bite of fo o d  is w rapped up in the idea 
that what I eat matters to (Jod Every time 
I p lan  a meal, I  think about Jesus, ana what 
it must have been like fo r  him to do that. 
It helps me know Christ better. It helps me 
fe e l closer to him. So yes. I ’m a Treshyterian 
celebrating a predominantly Homan Catho­
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• My wife and I have both committed to turning off the TV and 
computers after 8:30pm every weeknight for time of quiet spiritual 
reading and reflection.
• I’ve given up consuming alcohol this season (I’ve ‘forgotten’ a 
couple times), not that I consume very much, but it is something I en­
joy and thus concluded it’s something worth fasting from. It also costs
Unfbrtvmulely I hcwevvt really celebrated/ 
Lent ay I  probably should/, b u t dururu^Eacha- 
riit aad/ prayer I ’ve/ tried/ to- thiydo a b o u t Jen 
yjuf pateiOYv and/ w h at i t  really looked/ like/ 
- -  w hat way he/ thtnklng', / e e i t n g p ,  during/hly  
la&tdayy I ’nvhopCng'to- u^\devytav\d/what i t  
measiy to-be/obedl&nt.
Joe/'& autiyta
money and the 
money we save 
can be used to 
give to others.
• I’d like to 
do the sta- tions of the 
cross once this Lent, and plan to do it 
witha Catholic worker on Good Friday if I can make 
t.
• Finally, I am going to clean out my closet (and possibly 
my bookshelf) and get rid of a lot of clothes I don’t need or 
ever use and give them away. My hope is to simplify my 
wardrobe to things I really need and wear often.
I’d be curious to hear about other’s experiences with 
Lent, and some possible practices you’ve put in place 
this year (or in years past) that have helped you draw 
near to God, clean out your space and start over again. 
(Visit my blog to dialogue further about this).
Conclusion: As a Christian who’s made his journey 
from high-church to low-church, I ’ve had to re-leam 
the grave importance of the liturgical calendar and 
participating in the seasons of the church. Partici­
pating in Lent is one way we come to join in wor-
------------------------- -------------------------j N
tfea/i a  ieaM tt of A eut mecutc the abuu- 
datuKztti of, caffeine fox me. pant. A eut id 
rxloat lemembeiuty tbc ouffexutq and, tem ptation of 
@/txidt. and i t  wad a unique expedience to iave tnid yean d 
Mcxtftee involve actual p/upical pain fox tie  findt few datfd. 
l i e  oeadon id aloe about lementieninq out own oinfulnedd. and 
qivina up a, veruf tea l addiction had reminded me of tie  olow 
cvaqd that din and cneep in and have a dtnonqex hold on ud than 
we rniqit have inown. 0 m fatlinq adleep a. lo t Otudtfinq. but i t  o beeu 
a p ea t expedience do- fan.f
"Katie Aenci, (folonade Spnincpd
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L e t ’ s
all involve both our minds and our bodies in “spiritual” practices, 
whether that means the visceral experience of some creative activity, 
doing the stations of the cross, cleaning out your closet, or refrain­
ing from blogging. Because life is fragile we need these spiritual 
rhythms, both inward and outer, if we hope to be healthy Kingdom 
people. We will all return to the dust of the earth with all the saints 
who have gone before us.
Related Links:
Online Lent Resources: http://del.icio.us/cwdaniels/lent
Post on Sacred Rhythms: http://shorty.gatheringinlight.com/adventrhythms/
Adapted from Original Post: http://shorty.gatheringinlight.com/remernberdust/
X Main- been doing morning and evening 
prayers based on the liturgy o f  the hours. 
X plan to tale this into the rest o f  the 
year as toe//. Xve loVed haring moments 
to facets my day at its beginning and end. 
Xhis is a hymn X ve prayed that Signifi­
cantly inf UenCed my time tenth Sod- 
‘ pie sinned eacJt day toe paSSed you by 
And did not bind your tooUnd,
Xo this one S pain and that one S cry 
Remaining unattuned.
So doing to the Very I’east,
. . .  ¿tie did, S  Lardy to yoU,
for, /il(e the LeVite and the prieSt,
¿be had too much to do.
¿be le ft  you lying there fo r  dead, 
Abandoned and unhealedy 
Xn your unheeded cry fo r  bread 
Xs selfish n ess repealed!
¿be are called to meet the needs o f  the 
/east among uS. X thought this image o f  
Christ as the man attached by jobbers 
and US as either the LeVite, the Priest 
or the Samaritan toas a poioerfu! toay to  
thinly about hour toe treat those around 
US.
LiSa ¿bieaeJ
C. Wess Daniels is a first year PhD student in SIS look­
ing at the church in contemporary culture. He loves 
! his wife, biking and blogging (except on Tuesdays). 
j You can visit him at gatheringinlight.com.
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JADE, S ilk a n d  P orcelain: the Materials of A sian A rt
By Jennifer Caballero, Pacific Asia Museum Public Relations
Dragon Robe, China, Qing dynasty (1644-1911), Guangxu period 
(1875-1908), silk.
Translucent porcelain bowls, lustrous 
silk robes, dazzling jade bangles...the 
beauty and value of the arts of Asia begins 
with natural materials.
Jade, Silk and Porcelain: the Materials 
of Asian Art, which opened March 9, in­
troduces many of the primary substances— 
silk, porcelain, lacquer, ivory, bamboo, 
paper, gold, wood, jade, and stone—from 
which Asian art is made. Using video and 
still photographs, it will also explain some 
techniques used to craft 
the materials into works of 
art and feature outstanding 
examples of such works of 
art from different parts of 
Asia. The materials will be 
introduced in ten sections, 
each featuring the specific 
substances in their natural 
state and in a finished form 
as a utilitarian, ornamen­
tal, or religious work of 
art. There will also be ex­
amples of art works made 
from each of the materials 
available for visitors to 
touch.
Many of these materi­
als, most notably, silk, por­
celain, lacquer, bamboo,
and paper, were discovered, 
invented, or first worked in 
Asia. They pervade every as­
pect of traditional life—prac­
tical, religious, and artistic 
and many have special spiri­
tual significance in the Asian 
cultures that influences their 
form and use. The symbol­
ism of these materials will 
be explored in this exhibition 
comprising works of art from 
Pacific Asia Museum’s per­
manent collection and select 
private collections. Jade is 
hard and durable and is as­
sociated with immortality in 
China and has long been used 
to fashion burial objects, 
such as jade disks and body 
ornamentations. Bamboo 
symbolizes flexibility and 
integrity in East Asia as it 
sways without breaking in 
the wind, and is often found 
among objects on a gentleman-scholar’s 
desk in the form of brush handles and 
brush pots.
For centuries, certain materials used 
in Asian art were considered mysterious 
and exotic in the West. For example, the 
Chinese jealously guarded the secret of 
silk making, and foreigners once believed 
that silk was made from flower petals 
found in the Chinese desert. We know 
that porcelain is made of a fine clay, but
the ancient Italians once thought that it 
was made from ground up white shells, or 
porcellana. Most Asian paper is tradition­
ally made from mulberry wood pulp, not 
rice. Lacquer, now used for luxury decora­
tions, was originally a protective coating 
on food vessels, since it is heat, water, acid, 
and insect-resistant. Jade is so hard that it 
cannot be carved; to create sculptures and 
ornaments, it is actually abraded. This ex­
hibition will help to clarify many of these 
concepts.
The exhibition is guest curated by Meher 
McArthur and is based on her recent book, 
The Arts o f Asia: Materials, Techniques, 
Styles (Thames & Hudson, 2005).
Pacific Asia Museum is located at 46 
North Los Robles Avenue, one half block
Letter Box (Bunko Bako), Japan, Meiji period (1868- 
1912), lacquered wood with gold.
north of Colorado Boulevard in Pasadena. 
The museum is open Wednesday through 
Sunday from 10 am-6 pm. The exhibition 
is included with regular museum admis­
sion: $7 general, $5 seniors/students. The 
museum will offer programming related to 
Jade Silk and Porcelain: the Materials of 
Asian Art, including a curator’s tour and 
book signing events. For more information 
check www.pacificasiamuseum.org or call 
449.2742.
Dish with M ap o f  Japan, Japan, Arita, Edo period (1600-1868), 19th 
century, porcelain with underglaze cobalt blue.
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Fuller D eans Battle it O ut on the Badmitton C ourt!
SIS DEFEATS SOT 2 GAMES TO 0
Fuller M adness
By John C. Richards Jr.
On February 24, a group of Fuller stu­
dents came together at New Revelation 
Baptist Church in Pasadena. The occasion 
was not a prayer meeting, church retreat, 
or a theological discussion about the Trini­
tarian controversy in the early Church. In­
stead, it was time for “Fuller Madness.” On 
this day, eight intramural basketball teams 
comprised of Fuller students would com­
pete (in the most “Christian” sense of the 
word) for the prized Fuller Intramural Bas­
ketball Championship trophy. With college 
basketball’s March Madness on the horizon, 
many will cheer for the Dukes, North Caro- 
linas, and UCLAs of the world to cut down 
the nets at the end of the touma- 
^ m e n t .  But on this day, all
eyes were on Fuller’s own version of 
the Elite Eight, which included: Pen- 
nonites, Semitarians, Mon-Stars, Road 
Runners, T.W.I.T.A. (an acronym for 
That’s What I ’m Talkin’ About), Tea 
Time, Bombs Away, and Primus.
After a seven game regular season, 
the teams descended on the gym on 
this Saturday to participate in a single 
elimination tournament for Fuller In­
tramural Basketball bragging rights. 
Eight teams would participate in 
seven games in an all-day tourna­
ment. For two teams, this would mean 
playing three games in one day. It may be 
safe to say that for many of us this could be 
done without effort, say five or more years 
ago. But, at this “mature” stage in our lives, 
could our bodies hold up for three full bas­
ketball games? In the end, two teams (the 
#1 seed and #2 seed) made their way to the 
championship game. The last game of the 
day pitted the Mon-Stars against Primus in 
a classic battle. With a final score of 45-42, 
the Mon-Stars pulled out a thrilling victory 
in a nail biter.
As Sports Coordinator for Fuller’s All 
Seminary Council, I must take this time 
out to thank every one of the participants 
for making this year’s season such a suc­
cess. This year we were able to keep ev­
ery player’s individual stats (thanks to Eric 
Bigoness for his hard work). In addition, 
we experienced greater participation than 
we have in years past. Another unique 
aspect of the league was that it was truly 
“co-ed,” as there was at least one female 
participant on each team. Many thanks to 
my student referees, who endured heckling 
and stares of dismay for a salary that could 
barely get a cheeseburger at McCormick 
and Schmick’s during Happy Hour. I am 
eternally grateful for your assistance with 
the league. Finally, amidst what I like to 
term moments of “heated fellowship” with 
one another, I ’m sure that all participants 
can agree that the league offered a social 
outlet away from 135 North Oakland Av­
enue that allowed us to have a good time 
in the Lord. I look forward to seeing you 
all at future intramural events (e.g. spring 
softball).
John is a first year M.Div. 
student in SOT looking 
to fuse his legal train­
ing and experience with 
his seminary education 
in order to confront the 
nation’s political system 
with “God’s Politics.”




Letters Continued from page 2
time genuinely admiring, honoring, and 
respecting women, their gifts, and their 
essential part in the body of Christ.
How do we sort out this apparent ten­
sion where both sides seem to genuinely 
believe they are in tune with the will of 
God? I cannot accept that the solution is 
simply to discredit out of hand the argu­
ment of one side of the issue, even if I dis­
agree with their conclusion personally.
S 3 E.MI
ricciolini Divenuti in ine Umici» Sinin i
Southern-Fried Theoi ogy
Matthew Borba 
P hD  Clinical Psychology
Dear SEMI staff, 
I am writing to 
express my disap­
pointment in the 
essay on Califor­
nia by Tom Ben­
nett. Frankly, I 
am surprised you 
published it, since 
your stated mis­
sion is connecting 
the campus. The
humble acknowledgment of the weak­
nesses of their regions, combined with a 
love for their regions and a celebration of 
the gifts they bring to the rest of the na­
tion. I thought the pieces on New York 
and Texas were especially thoughtful. As 
far as I can tell, Tom misconstrued the as­
signment, which seems to have been to 
reflect thoughtfully on one’s region, with 
some spiritual insight and an appropriate 
level of affection and pride. He changed 
it to an arrogant, cynical dismissal of the 
worth of any other states or regions. It 
seemed filled with anger toward some 
imaginary person who had wounded his 
ego and pride by daring to point out the 
obvious fact that CA does have a lot of 
traffic and struggles with materialism. It 
reflected a provincialism that is damaging 
to the globally engaged culture we try to 
foster at Fuller for the sake of mission. 
This was not a piece of writing that should 
have been published in the SEMI.




other essays were written in a spirit of
R e t r a c t i o n
I nieionm Divenuti m tit Uniito Stum '
Southern-Fried Tiieolocy
The pull-quote used in Mike 
Work’s article “Southern-Fried 
Theology” (Winter Week 9) is 
not a reflection of the author’s 
personal belief.
The quote was one reflection of 
several mindsets discussed in his 
article.
j/U A t a. (food rteiqMm...





Call or stop by our office for a free quote.
M-F 9:00 AM -  5:30 PM / Sat. 10:00-1:00 or by appointment
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Join tAo Team •  Apply today to be
Housing/ResCom Staff
p iB L E




Application Dead ¿ine: 
Monday, April 9tA, 2007
WELCOME
Receive Rent credit
A p p ly  a t front detti of 
H o u s i n g / R e s C o m
located in tAe 
Student Services Center 
260 NortA M adison  
lower level
Questional Contact: 
loti HigasAi @  6SÌ-66S0
f Jnge-lise TitAeradgc @ 68t - 6t 6i
' Lbadership^ ^ .
OPPORTUNITIES •
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Or download application 
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Regional A m . A cadem y o f Religion 
Sun-Mon, Mar 25-26,
Church Divinity School o f the Pacific 
Registration for the ‘07 regional m eeting fo r A A R / 
SBL is now  open. V isit the W ESCO R w ebsite at 
www2.sjsu.edu/w ecsor/ to register. For m or info 
contact K irsten O h at kirstenoh@ gm ail.com .
Field E d u ca tio n  O rien ta tio n  
Fri, Mar 30, lpm-3pm, Psyc Building Room 120 
Participation in the Field Ed O rientation workshop 
is required fo r those enrolled in the first quarter o f 
the FE501 Part-tim e C hurch Internship (FE501A) 
and FE533 Full-tim e Church Internship (FE533A) 
for the Spring Q uarter 2007. Contact the Office of 
Field Education at 584.5387 or fielded@ fuller.edu 
to sign up.
Legal Issues in C hurch  Em ploym ent and Real Estate 
Mon, April 16,3pm-5pm Geneva Rm 
Presenter: M. D ennis K asper
Leading fro m  th e  M idd le : C ha llenges an d  O p ­
portun ities in th e  A ssociate P a s to r ’s C all 
Thur, April 26 ,3pm -5pm Payton 101 
Presenter: Rev. M organ M urray, Com m unity Pres­
byterian Church, San Juan Capistrano, CA
W eddings A -Z: P re -M a rita l C ounseling , P la n ­
ning, an d  P e rfo rm in g  th e  W edding 
Wed, May 2, lpm-3pm
Presenter: Rev. K irk M ackie, W ilshire Avenue Com ­
munity Church
W omen in P a s to ra l M in is try : A P anel 
Discussion
Fri, May 4 ,12pm-2pm Geneva Rm 
A Panel o f W omen Pastors
2007 P ay ton  L ec tu res 
May 2 & 3, Travis Auditorium 
SOT is pleased to host Dr. Darrell Guder, 
Dean o f  A cadem ic Affairs and H enry W in­
ters Luce Professor o f  M issional and Ecu­
menical Theology at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, as the featured speaker for the 
Payton Lectures. D ean G uder will give 
two public lectures on the them e “W alk­
ing Worthily: M issional Leadership after 
Christendom” scheduled from  10-10:50am 
on May 2 and 3. F or m ore info e-m ail the- 
ology@ fuller.edu.
Stabilizing M a rr ia g e s  A fte r Infidelity : 
T he F irs t 90 D ays A fte r  D isclosure 
Thur, May 10, 1:00pm-3:00pm Geneva 
Room
Presenter: Pastor D avid M . Carder, C oun­
seling M inistries, F irst Evangelical Free 
Church, Fullerton, CA.
In sta lla tio n  o f  Todd E . Jo h n so n  in th e  W illiam  K . 
an d  D elores S. B rehm  C h a ir  fo r  W o rsh ip , T h eo l­
ogy an d  th e  A rts  in th e  School o f  T heology 
Tue, May 2 2 ,10am, Pasadena Presbyterian Church 
Dr. Todd Johnson, W illiam  K. and D elores S. Brehm  
Associate Professor o f  W orship, Theology and the 
Arts, will speak on the topic: “L iturgical Links: To­
w ards a  Liturgical Theology o f  Free C hurch W or­
ship.” This event is open to the public and no res­
ervation is required. For m ore info contact the SO T 
D ean’s Office at 584.5300, o r em ail theology@  
fuller.edu.
R u n  fo r S tu d en t G o v ern m en t 
ASC is currently accepting applications fo r the up­
com ing ‘07-‘08 academ ic year elections. You can 
pick up an application in the A SC office on the first 
floor o f  the Catalyst. We will be having one m ore 
inform ation sessions about elections on M ar 28 at 
12pm in the Catalyst. A pplications are due no later 
than Marl 30 by 5pm . E lections w ill be held the 
third week o f  spring quarter.
In teg ra tio n a l Sm all G ro u p  
D o you have the heart to integrate psychology, m is­
sions, and theology? D o you care about the m ental 
health and spiritual needs o f  m issionaries? Jo in  a 
com m unity o f students every other Thursday night 
for thriving discussion and fellowship. For tim e, 
location, and speakers, contact Je ff Sim ons (buck- 




Senior Professor o f  Marital and Family Therapy, 
Department o f  Marriage and Family
Tuesday evening, March 27, 2007
A special event for women
Join fellow women alumni/ae and students for 
an evening of conversation/dialogue on
"Empowerment:
F̂inding and(jiving Voice ”
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Do Won & Jin Sook Chang Commons Room 
Tea reception will be served
RSVP by March 13 at 626-584-5498 Or 
by E-mail: alum-alumni@dept.fuller.edu
F U L L E R
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
A F R E E  D rin k  A w aits You 
I f  you com pleted the A dult S tudent Priorities Survey 
(ASPS) in the w inter quarter & have no t picked up 
your free drink certificate, com e by the S tudent Life 
& Services Office (2nd floor o f  the Catalyst) o r A c­
cess Services Office (1st floor o f  the Catalyst). You 
have until Thursday, April 5. N o paperw ork needed. 






Hew Labs for 
Spring Quarter!
For more information go to www.brehmcenter.org 
or contact us at 626.304.3789
B r e h m  C e n t e r
FO R  W O R S H IP , T H E O LO G Y , A N D  T H E  A R T S
Jo in iu sp fo r Æ ÏP S e m in a f m  
'C h a p ^ t h is / W .e d n e s d a y J  
Í Hgg&fc*2 8 tWafelfoAM |n|J
jpïa ryi fl au g e  n £ Rresftléñt/djfe 
I n te r n a tío riaIf J ustice!
: M i s sfon j w i 11 he ’s §e à k(rurali  
I H is message is entitled 
sG oo d News AboutUpj us tice:
_____ ____
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The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality and 
type o f service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any o f the services listed.
S e r v i c e s
P asto ra l C ounseling. I am seeking persons who are 
in need o f  counseling, especially those straggling with 
the issues o f  identity, relationships, and marriage. I 
am at the end o f  my work as a PhD from SOT in pasto­
ral counseling and am supervised under an American 
Association o f Pastoral Counselors Fellow. Kirsten 
Oh: kirstenoh@ gmail.com or 755.9821.
A re You a M o th e r?  The Mothers Project, a USC 
study of Black w om en’s pregnancy and mothering ex­
periences, is recruiting women ages 18-44 who were 
bom  in the Caribbean, Africa, o r U.S. and who have 
had a child in the U.S. $30 cash compensation. Please 
call 213.740.2765 for more information.
Les A lkana M otors, A uto  D ealership : Wide selec­
tion o f  cars; Located in Pasadena; Excellent financing 
department; Low or no down-payment required. Spe­
cial deals for students; 577.0461.
rado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask for John or Paul.
J& G  A uto  Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 E. 
W alnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm.
Rings, D iam onds, an d  Things! Walter Zimmer Co. is 
a jew elry design, manufacturing, and repair business 
founded in 1917 and located in the jewelry district 
o f  downtown Los Angeles. Owner M el Zimmer is a 
longtime mem ber o f  Glendale Presbyterian Church. 
Because o f  our appreciation o f  Charles Fuller and the 
Seminary, we consider it a privilege to serve Fuller 
students. Phone M el’s son Ken at 213.622.4510 for 
information. A lso visit our website: www.walterzim- 
mer.com.
Tax T im e. Tax preparer, li­
censed and bonded, special­
izing in ministers, Fuller stu­
dents and staff. Reasonable 
rates. Ask for Tom Dunn at 
818.352.8237.
phone consultation. Tom Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. 
Email tgranoff@ lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/MasterCard/ 
AM EX accepted.
L ive-in P a rt-tim e  N anny. Hi, my name is Barbara. 
I am a single mom with an 8 year old daughter and I 
need help. Before/after school 5 days a week + light 
housekeeping. Room & Board + $100/week. Car can 
be provided. Please contact me 818.749.6499 or bar- 
bara.ely@ sbcglobal.net. Blessings,
In te re s te d  in  one-on one  
S p ir itu a l D irection ?
T hink ing  o f  Buying o r  Selling a  H om e or other real 
estate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomberlin at Sun 
Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
M assage T herapy! M assage is excellent self-care! 
Susan Young, nationally certified massage therapist, 
now working in Arcadia and La Canada. 296.3245.
A uto R epair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant Auto 
Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasadena. Call 
798.4064 for an appointment.
P asadena T ire . All m ajor brands. New/used tires, 
alignment, brakes, strats/shocks. 1070 E. W alnut St. 
795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8am -lpm .
A uto Collision R epair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f  Fuller graduate for 25 years. Dis­
count for students! Columbia Auto Body. 1567 Colo-
Psychology R esearch  P ro b ­
lem s Solved! Fuller SOP 
PhD alumnus with 20 years 
experience as a statistician for 
thesis and dissertation consul­
tations. Worked on hundreds 
o f projects. Teaches graduate 
research courses. Designing 
“survivable” research pro­
posals a specialty. Methods 
chapter tune-ups. Survey 
development. Provides mul­
tivariate data analysis using 
SAS or SPSS. Statistical re­
sults explained in simple Eng­
lish! Assistance with statisti­
cal table creation and report 
write-up. Final oral defense 
preparation. Fuller commu­
nity discounts. Call for free
F in a n c ia l  A id
Student Financial Services, 250 N  Madison, 3rd Floor, 5845421 ' 
finaid-info@dept.fuller.edu, www.fuller.edulfinaid 
All applications are available online or at Student Financial Services
T he R o ta ry  F oundation  is sponsoring an Ambassadorial Scholarship program for 
students planning on entering the mission field in ‘08-’09. Applications are avail­
able in the Student Financial Services office and more information can be obtained 
at www.rotary.org
T he N ational F edera tio n  o f  the Blind will award thirty scholarships to high- 
achieving legally blind students ranging from $3,000 to $12,000. Applications 
are available in the Student Financial Services office or more information can be 
obtained at www.nfb.org
T he F u n d  fo r  Theological E ducation  has Doctoral Fellowship Program s avail­
able for students in a PhD  or ThD program in religion, theology or biblical studies. 
M ore information can be found at www.thefund.org.
D ubose Scholarship  Applications are now available for applicants who are at least 
32 years old, are on Holy Orders in the Episcopal Church and are enrolled in semi­
nary. Applications due A pr 30.
CALL WIL (626-318-6696)
T O  S E T  U P  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T
Session Hours: Tuesdays, 4-8 pm
Office is close to Fuller Seminary
o
F U L L E R
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Copy Serv i ces
Need Copies?
40 copies no minimum 
590 or less for Color Copies
Send/Receive Faxes
626.795.1936
Scan Bind E-Files CD Copy
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